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THE AUDUBON ENDEAVOR 
Christmas Bird Count Reports: 

Mt. Shasta & Yreka 

What wind! This is a comment made by Bob Claypole upon 
the receipt of his results from the Mt. Shasta CBC. With 
winds gusting to 70 mph throughout the day, everyone who 
participated in this count deserves a huge thanks and many 
wonderful holiday gifts forever! I can only believe that we all 
LOVE to watch birds and will go through all sorts of 
discomforts to do so. Not only did the wind blow, but all the 
storms that should have left some precipitation left very little! 

Our species and individuals counts were so low, the lowest 
they have ever been in the history of this count, which has 
been in existence since 1972! WOW. I know those who 
participated tried their best under such unfavorable 
conditions, especially since much scouting before the storms 
indicated that it would be a very nice bird day! Another 
indication that it would be a lovely day was the fact that the 
Yreka CBC had 111 species for the day! However, individual 
numbers were down for both counts. 
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http://www.mtshastaaudubon.com 
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Now that the election season is upon us (does it have to be two years long?) it might be a good idea to 
‘vote for the birds.’  Most of you are aware of recent national policies that adversely affect birds and other 
wildlife:  reduction of funding for the EPA; allowing drilling and fracking in National Monuments; denial 
of the effects of the build up of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, etc. While the federal government  
“appreciates” state’s efforts on behalf of the environment, proposed new rules in Washington will 
eliminate criminal penalties for “incidental” migratory bird deaths that come in the course of normal 
business. Many conservation measures will now be purely voluntary. 

There are many sources that you can access to learn about candidates’ views on issues that affect bird 
populations.  For example, a simple search in Google for “environmental issues candidates” provides a 
number of resources.  Let’s make informed choices in upcoming elections.  

Kerry Mauro, President 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has proposed a new 
regulation to gut the 
enforcement of this vital law 
that, since its passage in 
1918, has provided 
protection for nearly all of 
America’s native birds.   

The National Audubon 
website states: “This attack 
comes at a time when bird 
populations are facing a 
crisis, with new reports 
documenting a decline of 3 
billion birds in North 
America since 1970 and 
Audubon’s climate report 
finding that two-thirds of the continent’s birds are threatened by climate change.” 

The law has been successful in helping reduce industrial hazards—such as oil spills and exposure to toxic 
chemicals—that birds face. The proposed change would ensure that industries would no longer face the 
possibility of criminal prosecutions.  

Please let the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service know that you oppose this harmful change.    
https://www.fws.gov/duspit/contactus.htm 

 

Attack on Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 
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American White Pelicans at Fernhill Wetlands, Forest Grove OR by John McCoy 
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Mt. Shasta Christmas Bird Count – December 21, 2019  cont. 

Some of our count highlights were: 

Common Loon, 2 Wood Ducks and Peregrine Falcon at Lake Shastina, 100 Greater White-fronted Geese, 
Anna's Hummingbird of all things, Say's Phoebe, Pacific Wren at Carrick Park, and White-throated 
Sparrow. 

Many species normally seen on count day were seen on count week when the wind managed to die down 
a little: Common Mergansers, Rough-legged Hawk, Double-crested Cormorant, and Red-breasted 
Nuthatch. 

Along with our low species and individual count, our participant count was low as well. It seems that our 
human bird counters didn't want to be out in this weather as much as our avian friends! From what I could 
gather, from the smiles I saw on many faces, is that everyone who did make it enjoyed having their hair 
tousled and seemed invigorated if not exhausted from the effort! 

Sincere thanks go out to: Dennis Ball and Celise Sharpe, Andrea Claassen, Neal Clark and Don Maddox, 
Bob and Patti Claypole, Ken Ealy and Sam Williams, Ray Ekstrom, Jim and Debby Parker, Heidi George, 
Steele Roberts-Ross, Caroline Quintanilla and Raymone Russell. 

Turkey Vulture, Beverly Beach by John McCoy 
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Yreka Christmas Bird Count – December 19, 2019  

Chilly and foggy started our day, which was full of activity right from the start. A Black-capped 
Chickadee was just about the first bird of the day for me (I hadn't seen a BCCH for several years for 
Yreka CBC) and from there on I knew it was going to be a beautiful birding day. I felt relieved, 
speaking later on to Ray Ekstrom who birded the Shasta Valley Wildlife area, when he said that the 
wind was even tolerable, if not still. Low temperatures started around 36 degrees F; the ending 
temperature was 42 degrees. It made quite a contrast to the weather we would experience just 2 days 
later during the Mt. Shasta CBC. I am thankful that one of our annual CBC's occurred during calm 
weather. 

We counted 111 species this year which is above average for us. Individuals numbers are down though. 
They are the lowest that this count has seen. 

Some of the special birds we saw this year included: 

Great Egrets – 21 of them! While this bird might be counted regularly, it's the number of them that is 
special. We have never had 21 of them in the history of this count! Another special bird includes a 
Northern Goshawk located in the Shasta Valley. Other special sightings include Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee up on the Humbug Road, Anna's Hummingbird along Yreka Creek, Western Screech Owl at 
the high school, White-throated Sparrow, Great-tailed Grackle, which is becoming a more frequent 
occurrence and a Yellow-rumped Warbler (myrtle) variety. We also counted 4 American Dippers which 
may also be a high count, all from area 1. 

Thank you to all of our participants! 

Dennis Ball and Celise Sharpe, Catherine Barash, Jen Bray, Diane Chesney, Neal Clark and Don 
Maddox, Bob and Patti Claypole, Sam Cuenca, Ray Ekstrom, Tom Garbin, Catherine Golden, Marla 
Knight, Myrnie Mayville, Tom and Kristine McCullough, Rick and Nancy Meridith, Steveand Janice 
Nelson, Steele Roberts-Ross, Jeff Stone, Raymone Russell and Marc Williams. 

I enjoy compiling these results for you but if I have made a mistake or left out a participant please let 
me know! Looking forward to next year. Happy Birding! 

Joey Russell, Compiler 

Birder’s Guide to Driving Routes 
Want to know where to go birding in Siskiyou County? Looking for a great gift for a naturalist in 
your life? Our Birder’s Guide to Driving Routes in Siskiyou County is a great map of Siskiyou 
County with thirteen different routes described in detail. It’s easy to fold too! You can purchase it 
online or in person at Raven Tree Wild Bird and Nature Shop in Mt. Shasta. 
https://raventreeshop.com/  

Complete results of both our Christmas Bird Counts can be found on our website: 
http://mtshastaaudubon.com/birding/christmas-bird-count-printables/ 
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Let’s Pull Together – April 18, 2020 

Save the date—April 18—to participate in our 
annual Weeds to Native Plants event. Volunteers 
will gather at several sites around Mt. Shasta to 
remove noxious weeds such as Scotch Broom and 
Dyer’s Woad, and plant, instead, seeds of native 
plants. This is a fun event that leads to improved 
habitat for birds and other animals. More details will 
be available on our website in the coming weeks. 

 

Siskiyou Science Festival – May 16, 2020 

The whole family will enjoy this event on May 16 
when schools and local organizations provide a 
wealth of activities to spark interest in science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math. Our chapter 
will once again have a hands-on activity. 
Participants will have the opportunity to dissect owl 
pellets, examine the contents, and identify the small 
animals that the owl has been eating. We’d love to 
have some volunteers to help out. (Did I mention 
this will be fun?)  

Please email Rebeca Franco 
(stanfranco33@gmail.com) or Michelle Andras 
(michelle@kevinandras.com).  

 

Have a Favorite Birding Spot? Lead a Field Trip! 

We’d love to have you share your enthusiasm with 
others! People often ask us where to go and how 
they can learn more about birds. We are actively 
looking for volunteers who are interested in leading 
either a short, family-friendly walk or a day-long 
trip. Please let us know if you are available by 
calling 926-2093 or emailing 
mtshastaaudubon@gmail.com. 

 

Volunteer With Us! 
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Stay Connected  
 

If you haven’t seen it already, you should really 
check out our Facebook page! It is updated 

often with fun birding facts, interesting 
sightings, and important information for people 

who care about birds and our environment. 
Thanks to Laura Bradley for maintaining this 

important resource for us. 
https://www.facebook.com/Mt-Shasta-Area-

Audubon-1044062595619389/.   

You can also see this page by clicking the link 
at the bottom of our webpage. 

Recent photos shared on our Facebook page! 

Lacey Mauro has established an 
Instagram account for our chapter.  

This is another fun way to view bird  
photos and videos.  Follow us on 

Instagram:  
@mt_shasta_area_audubon 
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Harris Sparrow Sighting 
 

Joey Russell writes that during the Etna Christmas Bird Count she and Kristie Nelson were lucky to see a 
Harris Sparrow. According to Joey, “This was a very cool sighting. Not a common bird at all for the area! 
Very special! This is only the second time in my life I’ve seen this species here in Siskiyou County.” Not 

only that, Kristie was quick enough to take this photo: 
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Mt. Shasta Area Audubon has been a certified 
chapter of National Audubon Society since 1976. 
National Audubon is a worldwide mainstream 
birding and conservation organization that 
promotes both birding activities and the 
conservation of natural systems that are essential 
to the survival of robust bird populations. Please 
encourage your friends and neighbors to join 
National Audubon or this chapter to promote and 
sustain these vital efforts. 

 Harris Sparrow by Kristie Nelson 


