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Wrentit. Spring Hill, Mt. Shasta, CA by Jim Parker

California’s massive wildfires have definitely affected both
resident and migrating birds. Loss of habitat will mean more
competition for food and water.
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“To support and advocate a healthy and stable
environment for present and future generations”

According to Andrea Jones, Audubon California’s Director
of Bird Conservation, many songbirds who have begun
migrating south will be looking for their usual resting spots
in burn areas.
“When they find these areas burned, they’ll probably
continue on their way in search of reliable habitat, or they’ll
just try to make it further south without an important stop to
rest and refuel.”
Jones said that the next few months will be particularly good
times for people to put out food and water for birds,
particularly if they live near the burn areas.

To renew your membership, visit
the ‘How to Join’ section of our
website
http://www.mtshastaaudubon.com
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Message from President Kerry Mauro

Belted Kingfisher. Oregon, by John McCoy

Our local summer effectively ended in
early July with the Klamathon fire south
of Hornbrook, followed by the Carr fire
in Redding, then the Hirz fire on the
McCloud arm of Shasta Lake. Not to
mention all the fires in Oregon near
Grants Pass and Cave Junction. Here in
Mt. Shasta we were caught in the middle.
If the winds were out of the north we got
smoke and if the winds were out of the
south we got smoke. After weeks of this
we awoke in late August to clear blue
sky. Boy, had we missed that! We’ll
never take clear air for granted again.

A day or two later I was in my shop when my wife came in and said, “Have you looked outside?” I took
a look, and there, looming over the south of town, was a great billowing smoke cloud from the Delta fire.
This fire went from a few acres to over 26 square miles in 24 hours and we were back in the smoke again.
Some people want to blame all of this on global warming, and certainly hotter weather is a contributing
factor. But the fact is, there are over one hundred years of fuel accumulation in the forests in California
and Oregon brought on by fire suppression to increase timber yields. The only sure fix is to remove those
fuels, and that will take time and money and the will to do it. There is no shortcut to our way out of this.
Meanwhile the Black-backed Woodpeckers are going to have a field day.
Kerry Mauro, President

NEW BOARD MEMBER: MICHELLE ANDRAS
We would like to welcome Michelle Andras to our Board of Directors. Michelle grew up in Mount Shasta
and she and her husband are happy to be raising their son here. She is dedicated to preserving our beautiful
natural area as critical habitat for all wild creatures.
Michelle has her B.S. in Natural Resources Interpretation from Humboldt State University and her
Multiple Subjects teaching credential from CalStateTeach, Fresno University. She has been an educator
for thirteen years teaching everything from outdoor education and hands-on science to reading
intervention.
Currently Michelle is a small group instructor for Northern United Charter Schools-Siskiyou and teaches
4th/5th math and K-5 science. She looks forward to helping Mt. Shasta Area Audubon grow its
educational outreach and activities.
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Fall Events
Celebration of Birds Event—September 22
Raven Tree and Siskiyou Land Trust will sponsor a
birdhouse making contest, silent auction, and a bird
walk in Sisson Meadow.
Birdhouse entries
(pictured) are on display at Raven Tree now through
Saturday. The bird walk will be held in Sisson
Meadow on Saturday, September 22. Meet at 9:00
am at the Castle Street entrance to Sisson Meadow.
More information available at raventreeshop.com
Bird Walk on Spring Hill—September 29
On Saturday, September 29, skilled birders Jim and
Debby Parker will lead a bird walk up Spring Hill in
Mt. Shasta. This walk is sponsored by Spring Hill
Nursery, Raven Tree Wild Bird and Nature Shop,
and Mt. Shasta Area Audubon. Participants are
invited to first meet at 8:30 A.M. for coffee and
snacks at the nursery at 1234 Nixon Rd. near Mt.
Shasta City Park. Or, they can meet the group at the
trailhead parking area—just east of North Mt. Shasta
Blvd. Off of Ski Village Drive—at 9:00 A.M.
Participants will practice bird identification skills
and birding by ear during this approximately threehour moderate hike. Migration should be in full
swing, so join us for an opportunity to see a variety
of local and visiting birds. Wear comfortable shoes
and bring binoculars, water, and snacks. For more
information phone 918-5990 or 926-2565 (Spring
Hill Nursery).

Fall Calendar
Saturday, September 22
9:00 a.m.
Celebration of Birds in Sisson Meadow
Meet at Sisson Meadow Castle St. entrance
Saturday, September 29
8:30 a.m.
Bird Walk on Spring Hill
Meet at Spring Hill Nursery
Wednesday, October 17
12:00 – 2:00 p.m.
USFWS Guided Nature Walk: Trees and
shrubs
Meet at upper Greenhorn Park in Yreka
Call 530-842-5763 for info
Saturday, November 3
10:00 a.m.
USFWS Guided Nature Walk: Mushrooms in
the mountains
Meet at Yreka FWO
Call 530-842-5763 for info
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Science Festival Success

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make MSAA participation in the first Mt. Shasta
Science Festival on May 19 a success! Throughout the day dozens of children were eager to
use the EnviroScape watershed model to demonstrate how various types of pollution affect a
watershed. They also came up with practical ways to prevent or to ameliorate pollution.
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Mt. Shasta Area Audubon has been a certified
chapter of National Audubon Society since 1976.
National Audubon is a worldwide mainstream
birding and conservation organization that
promotes both birding activities and the
conservation of natural systems that are essential
to the survival of robust bird populations. Please
encourage your friends and neighbors to join
National Audubon or this chapter to promote and
sustain these vital efforts.
Mt. Shasta Area Audubon

2220 Pack Trail, Mt. Shasta, CA 96067

mtshastaaudubon@gmail.com

Green Heron. Oregon, by John McCoy
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