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THE AUDUBON ENDEAVOR 

2018 is the Year of the Bird 
Centennial Anniversary of Migratory Bird Treaty Act and More 
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Audubon, National Geographic, 
BirdLife International, and 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
have formed a timely alliance to 
make 2018 the Year of the Bird. 

Taking the 100th anniversary of 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
as cause for a celebration of 
birds and the vital importance of 
their conservation, these heavy 
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hitting environmental and 
educational groups seek to bring 
birds to the fore of 
environmental protection efforts 
this year. 

Turn to page 3 to find out how 
you can help make the Year of 
the Bird a turning point for birds 
around the world. 
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The chapter had its first board meeting of 2018 last 
week and it was nice to have a several new faces in 
attendance.  One of the main topics of the meeting 
was planning this year’s programs. We will sponsor 
our third annual community weed-pulling event in 
April.  In addition to birding trips, we hope to offer a 
wildflower walk, a native plants walk, and a geology 
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field trip.  Once planning has been completed, details 
will be available on our website.  

Please note the recent improvements to the website, 
and while you are there, why not take the opportunity 
to renew your membership? 

Message from President Kerry Mauro 
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Field Trips Report: 
Christmas Bird Count results 

 
Recommended Reading:  
Jim Robbins’ The Wonder of Birds 
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2018 is the Year of the Bird, 
continued 

“To support and advocate a healthy and stable 
environment for present and future generations” 

Continued on page 2 
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If you have been paying attention to what the current administration 
has actually been doing, other than being entertained by all the fire 
and fury, you may have noticed that they have opened ANWR and 
all the coasts for oil drilling; shrunk marine reserves; and reduced or 
eliminated several National Monuments.   

The accidental killing of birds—from eagles colliding with wind 
turbines to ducks zapped on power lines—is no longer considered a 
violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  

Administration officials have cancelled a rule that would have 
helped prevent endangered whales and sea turtles from becoming 
entangled in fishing nets off the U.S. West Coast. 

There have been many other environmental policy changes too 
numerous to mention.  Normally this would have raised some 
protest from groups such as Audubon, but, if it has, coverage has 
been relegated to the back page.   

In order to not appear to be politically partisan I would remind 
everyone that the word conservation and conservative come from the same root word: conserve.    

There used to be, in this country in my lifetime, some real conservationists and statesmen on the right. The 
EPA and the clean air and water acts, were all passed during a Republican administration.  They would not 
have been possible without bi-partisan support and they did a lot to protect and restore the natural world. I 
wonder where those conservative statesmen have gone. 

Kerry Mauro, President 

President’s Message, continued 

 

To renew your membership, visit 
the ‘How to Join’   section of our 

website at 
http://www.mtshastaaudubon.com 

Described as “engaging and thoughtful” this well-
reviewed book by nature writer Robbins explores 
both cutting edge research and our oldest cultural 
beliefs about birds.  

The Wonder of Birds illuminates “qualities unique to 
birds that demonstrate how invaluable they are to 
humankind” and inspires us to continue working to 
save imperiled bird populations. 

RECOMMENDED READING 

Robbins, Jim. The Wonder of Birds: What They 
Tell Us About Ourselves, the World, and a Better 
Future. Spiegel and Grau. 2017. 
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Did you know that Audubon chapters were a 
driving force behind getting the MBTA signed in 
1918? Outraged by the plume trade, local 
Audubon supporters put years-long pressure on 
Congress to adopt the rules that still protect 
birds 100 years later.  

This year, major environmental groups, 
scientists, artists, birders, and everyday people 
are coming together to do everything they can 
to make the next 100 years hospitable to bird 
populations.  

By putting the spotlight on birds across a 
diversity of platforms— from National 
Geographic’s PhotoArk documenting 
threatened species to the grassroots social 
media campaign #birdyourworld—Audubon 
and others hope to call attention to the 
unprecedented threats facing birds as well as 
inspire action to protect their future.  

Why Environmentalists are Joining Forces to make 
2018 the Year of the Bird  

2

“Throughout the year of storytelling and of 
science, of celebration and conservation efforts, 
the Year of the Bird will focus on how our 
changing environment is affecting bird 
populations and what we can do to stop the 
decline,” explains Audubon president and CEO 
David Yarnold. 

Want to be part of this historic effort? Sign the 
Year of the Bird pledge by clicking “Count Me 
In” at the Audubon site below. Each month, 
you’ll receive inspiring bird content and simple 
action items that will create lasting impact for 
birds. Encourage friends and family to join in, 
too—when more of us take action, the greater 
impact we can have. 

Visit www.audubon.org/yearofthebird to stay 
up-to-date on special Year of the Bird articles 
and initiatives. Together we can make 2018 a 
game-changer for birds. They need us! 
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Field Trips Report from Joey Russell 
2017 VOLUNTEERS 

Bob and Parry Claypole 

Sue Hall 

Jill Livingston 

Dennis Ball 

Celese Sharp 

Mike Taylor 

Ray Ekstrom 

Neal Clark 

Don Maddox 

Barbara Clark 

Sam and Austin Cuenca 

Myrnie Mayville 

Marc Williams 

Maureen Davison 

Catherine Barash 

Marla Knight 

Rick and Nancy Meredith 

Jen Bray 

Raymone and Joey Russell 

Tom and Linda Key 

Betsy Tremen 

Steele Roberts-Ross 

Will McClain 

Chris Stromsness  

Don Maddox 

Andrea Klassen 

Jeff Stone 

Jim and Debby Parker 

Kendra Bainbridge 

Laura Bradley 

Bob Damschroeder 

Melanie Findling 

 Dennis Ball 

Ken Ealy 

Sam Williams 

 

Yreka Christmas Bird Count—December 21, 2017 

Christmas Bird Count day started off at a chilly 23 degrees F and 
never really quite warmed up. Our ending temperature was barely 
40 degrees as we drove down the Humbug Road into Yreka. This 
is what has been characteristic of our winter so far—freezing days 
with little or no precipitation. Most ponds are at least partially 
frozen and while waterfowl numbers aren’t too low, there were 
some noticeable variations from last year.  

While Northern Pintail had a high count of 803 in 2016, we 
managed only 6 for 2017. Same goes for Ring-necked Duck, 
2016—1205, 2017—132. Hooded Mergansers and American 
coots both saw an increase in numbers. Least Sandpipers made the 
count this year after an absence of several years.  

Our total species count this year was 105, which is a low average. 
One reason for this is that our owl count was really down! Barn, 
Great-horned and Northern Pygmy Owl chose to remain quiet this 
year. Our reliable American Dipper was only a count week bird as 
well. American Robin numbers were up again this year, along 
with 232 Cedar Waxwings, which is way up from our 2016 total 
of 40.  

This is also the second year in a row that Great-tailed Grackles 
have been counted—18 this year. One more notable mention is 
Red-shouldered Hawk, which was 6. This is a high count and 
equals the number found in 2002. I wonder if the number had 
anything to do with the 1 Cooper’s Hawk seen this year? This is 
quite a change from the 12 Cooper’s Hawks seen in 2016! 

Thank you to all our brave participants this year! 
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Purple Finch at the entrance 
to Lake Shastina campground, 
12/23/17   (Mt. Shasta CBC) 

Photograph by Debby Parker 
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Field Trips Report, continued 

Mt. Shasta Christmas Bird Count—December 23, 2017 
 
This year’s Christmas Bird Count took place on a cold, clear day. Temperatures hovered in the mid 30’s 
all day, and the winds were never really that bad compared to what they could have been. Anyone 
familiar with our local climate knows what kind of wind can blow in our area! All in all it was a 
beautiful day for the CBC. 
 
Our 25 observers counted 107 species. Our count highlights included a 
Long-tailed Duck formerly known as an Oldsquaw. Mt. Shasta CBC 
counted its last Oldsquaw in 1989, as well as 1 in 1984. This is the third 
time in our 45-year history that this sea duck has visited Lake Shastina! 
Kendra Bainbridge’s group found this bird and Debby Parker took a 
wonderful picture (right) to document its presence. This information can 
be found on eBird! 
 
Red Crossbills were another bird that doesn’t show up that often in our count. Neal Clark and his group 
found these treasures. Our last Crossbill was detected in 1999. Anna’s Hummingbirds continue to find a 
winter home in our area—I suppose as long as someone is willing to put out a feeder for them! Two 
Wood ducks and a Say’s Phoebe rounded out our not-so-common winter residents. 
 
A few misses this year included Canyon and Rock Wren. However, I’ll hazard a guess that just because 
we don’t detect them, it doesn’t mean they aren’t there! Lo and behold, again our resident photographer, 
Debby Parker, sent me a lovely photo of a Rock Wren taken at the Lake Shastina Community Center on 
December 30, 2017, just 4 days after the end of the count week period! Horned Grebes, Rough-legged 
Hawks, Red-breasted Sapsucker, and Hairy Woodpecker round out other misses this year although 
RBSA did become a count week bird. While 107 is a lower average species count it still represents 
a significant winter presence and reminds us that there are other species who enjoy Siskiyou County 
during the winter time! 
 
Joey Russell, compiler 

Mt. Shasta Area Audubon has been a certified 
chapter of National Audubon Society since 1976.  
National Audubon is a worldwide mainstream birding 
and conservation organization that promotes both 
birding activities and the conservation of natural 
systems that are essential to the survival of robust 
bird populations. Please encourage your friends and 
neighbors to join National Audubon or this chapter to 
promote and sustain these vital efforts. 
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